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GERMANY MAKES FRICTION BETWEEN

RUSSIA AND JAPAN
June 18, 1936

In conversation to-day ----- told me confidentially that he was

aware of the fact that all German newspaper correspondents in Japan
had been instructed from Berlin to use every effort not only in their
written dispatches but also by direct and indirect intrigue to embroil
Japan with Soviet Russia since it accords with German interests
that Soviet Russia should have its hands full in the Far East and

therefore be less free to cause trouble for Germany in Europe.   -----

said he was also aware that the French Ambassador in Moscow
was taking precisely the contrary action by endeavouring to calm
Soviet-Japanese relations so that in case of a German attack on
France, Soviet Russia would be in a strong position to come to
France's rescue.

DEATH SENTENCE TO THE FEBRUARY REBELS

July 6, 1936

Telegraphed the Department that the War Office had announced
at two o'clock this morning that of nineteen officers, seventy-five non-
commissioned officers, nineteen privates, and ten civilians indicted
and tried for complicity in the incident of February 26, the following
sentences have been given :

13 officers and 4 civilians to death ;

5 officers to life imprisonment;

i officer, 17 non-commissioned officers, and 6 civilians to imprison-
ment of from 2 to 15 years.

27 non-commissioned officers and 3 privates to imprisonment of
from 18 months to 2 years but with stay of execution for 3
years (meaning probation).

Nothing is said in the sentences concerning the guilt of assassination ;
the punishments are based exclusively on the fact that the officers
were guilty of employing the Imperial Army without Imperial
sanction. Some of the .non-commissioned officers and privates
were found to have participated knowingly in the incident while
others were acquitted because they had only obeyed the orders of
their superior officers. No appeal will be granted and the executions
will be carried out by shooting.

Meanwhile the press publishes the complete details of the incident,
the ban having been lifted, and they are extraordinarily interesting
reading. These sentences of Army officers to death are, so far as we
can ascertain, unprecedented in Japan. It is impossible to foresee
just what effect this severity will entail; the press, no doubt taking
its cue from the Government, is practically unanimously in favour
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